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The Code of Ethics is a set of statements about appropriate and expected behaviour of early 

childhood professionals. It reflects current pedagogical research and practice, providing a 

framework for reflection about the ethical responsibilities of early childhood professionals. 

Designed especially for early childhood education and care environments, and based on the 

principles of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (1991) this code of 

ethics has followed a national process of consultation, with the emerging standards 

indicative of the values we share as early childhood professionals in Australia.  

Early Childhood Australia recognises that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have 

been nurturing and teaching children on this land for thousands of years. The Code of Ethics 

acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander traditional ways of being and caring for 

children. Being ethical involves thinking about everyday actions and decision making, either 

individually or collectively, and responding with respect to all concerned.  

The Code of Ethics recognises that childhood professionals are in a unique position of trust 

and influence in their relationships with children, families, colleagues and the community, 

therefore professional accountability is vital.  

This Code is not intended to, and could not possibly provide easy answers, formulae, or 

prescriptive solutions for the complex issues early childhood professionals face in their 

work. As an aspirational document, it does provide a basis for critical reflection, a guide for 

professional behaviour, and principles to inform individual and collective decision-making.  

Early childhood professionals have a strong history of advocating on behalf of children and 

their families. The revised Code of Ethics builds on this tradition by making explicit the 

ethical responsibility to take action in the face of injustice and when unethical practice 

occurs. The Code of Ethics is intended for use by all early childhood professionals who work 

with or on behalf of children and families in early childhood settings. 

Source: www.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au/coe  - The Early Childhood Australia Code of 

Ethics (2016) 

National Quality Standard – Quality Area 4 

Element 4.2.2 – Professional collaboration. Management, educators and staff work with  

mutual respect and collaboratively, and challenge and learn from each other, recognising  

each other’s strengths and skills. 

http://www.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au/coe

